Ectopic recurrence of craniopharyngioma: a case report and review of the literature.
The ectopic recurrence of craniopharyngioma is a rare postoperative complication, for which there are fifteen reported cases that have been surgically verified. The authors present a rare case of ectopic recurrence along the tract of the surgical route. A 12-year-old girl, who had undergone total removal of a suprasellar craniopharyngioma 4 years previously, presented with a generalized tonic-clonic seizure. Magnetic resonance imaging revealed a strongly enhancing cystic tumor in the right frontal lobe, under the bone flap used for the previous craniotomy. Gross total resection was achieved by revision of previous craniotomy. The intraoperative findings revealed that the recurrent tumor was anatomically related to the previous surgical tract, suggesting dissemination along the operative tract. The histopathological features of the mass were the same as those of the previous suprasellar craniopharyngioma. The case presented here and a review of the reports on the previous instances of ectopic recurrence of craniopharyngioma suggest that meticulous protection of the surgical field and careful handling of the tumor during the operation are required. It should be emphasized that long-term follow-up is mandatory, even in patients who underwent a gross total removal.